
North Little Rock City Council Meeting    
         May 23, 2005 

Seven o=clock P.M. 
Council Chambers, City Hall 
North Little Rock, Arkansas 

 
The regular meeting of the North Little Rock City Council scheduled for Monday, May 23, 2005, was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by 
the honorable Mayor PATRICK HENRY HAYS.  The roll having been called, and the following Aldermen answered to their names: 
NEIL BRYANT, LINDA ROBINSON, OLEN THOMAS, GARY BERRY, JOHN PARKER, CHARLIE HIGHT and MURRY 
WITCHER, a quorum was declared (7/0).  Alderman MARTIN GIPSON was not present.  City Clerk Diane Whitbey was also 
present. 
 
The invocation was given by Alderman Bryant, followed by the pledge of allegiance to the flag which was also led by Alderman 
Bryant. 
 
On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, the minutes from a 
regular council meeting held on Monday, May 9, 2005, were accepted and filed as prepared by the City Clerk (7/0).   
 
On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of all members present, communications #2, 3, 
5, 6, and 7 were not read but accepted and filed (7/0). 
2.  Edie Potts, 280 Goshen Avenue, North Little Rock letter to Traffic Services Department regarding speed humps, bumps,  
     lumps, jumps. 
3.  Sharon Tedford, Mayor’s Office memorandum re: new application for Sunday beverage wine and beer permit for  
     Chameleon Cafe, 11901 Maumelle Boulevard by Nicolas Butler. 
5.  Bob Rhoads, Parks and Recreation Director letter to Mayor Hays and City Council members, re: samples of murals City  
     Year participants will paint under the I-30 bridge at the basketball court during their June Convention. 
6.  Carter E. Lambert, Ph.D., President, Central Arkansas Christian Schools letter to Mayor Hays re: opposition to rezoning  
     of property currently known as The Body Shop to I-3. 
7.  Ronnie Colvin, Vice President/General Manager, Comcast letter to Mayor Hays re: acquisition of assets of Adelphia cable  
     systems and impact on service. 
 
Alderman MARTIN GIPSON entered the council chambers at 7:03 p.m. 
 
On the motion of Alderman Thomas and seconded by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, communication #1 was 
discussed by Acting City Attorney, Jason Carter, and accepted and filed (8/0). 
1.  C. Jason Carter, Acting City Attorney letter to Mayor Hays and City Council re: Legal Opinion No. 05-02 - Legal Impact  
     of Requiring Compliance of Non-Conforming Electronic Signs. 
 
Note: Communication #4 was read when O-05-25 was called (see below). 
 
Mayor Hays introduced Ms. Betty Wineland, Central Arkansas Transit Authority (CATA).  Ms. Wineland updated the council 
regarding routes in the city (including McCain Mall, Levy and Pulaski Tech) and an increase in riders on specific routes and advised 
increases could be due to rising gasoline prices.  Alderman Witcher asked if additional funding will be available for more shelters and 
if there was an East Broadway route.  Alderman Hight advised he has asked if bicycle racks could be added to buses and was told 
maintenance would be a consideration.   Mayor Hays announced that  Mr. Keith Jones, CATA Director was in St. Louis receiving an 
award for Transit Manager of the Year for the United States and commended both Mr. Jones and CATA for their work in the area.  
Alderman Gipson asked about a transfer station.  Ms. Wineland said there are plans to consolidate some routes to create more trips in 
and out of the city during the morning and afternoon.   
 
Mayor Hays introduced Ms. Nan Plummer, Arkansas Arts Center.  Ms. Plummer said the center is grateful for the support of Mayor 
Hays and the City Council.  The Museum School is trying to get more adults involved in programs including art classes and 
distributed a schedule for Summer classes, which included:  drawing (basic, figure, pastel and mixed media), glass (bead-making and 
fusing), jewelry, new media, painting (oil, acrylic, watercolor and landscape), photography, pottery and woodworking.  Classes for 
young adults are also available as well as classes for children and families.  Special workshops and more will be offered.  Mayor Hays 
commended Ms. Plummer for her work.  He also announced new businesses in North Little Rock which support the arts, including 
The Hive, an art store in the Owens Building, a jewelry store where visitors can make their own jewelry, and an art store at the Senior 
Center.   
      
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
R-05-62  
A RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE FINANCING PLAN FOR A BASEBALL PARK IN THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, 
was called and held at the request of the sponsor, Mayor Hays. 
 
O-05-25 (ORDINANCE NO. 7711 - ALDERMAN PARKER) 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING § 12.15.B OF ORDINANCE NO. 7697 (“THE ZONING ORDINANCE”) RESTRICTING FENCE 
HEIGHT AND PLACEMENT TO IMPROVE FIRE PROTECTION; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES, was read three times on April 11, 2005, amended, and recalled; public hearing was held May 9, 2005; was read.  On the 
motion of Alderman Berry and seconded by Alderman Parker, and by consent of all members present, communication #4 was read, 
accepted and filed (8/0). 
4.  Chief Joe McCall, North Little Rock Fire Chief letter to Mayor Hays and City Council members re: meeting and 
     discussion of O-05-25 and agreement reached pertaining to distance and height limitations.   
A motion to adopt was made by Alderman Parker and seconded by Alderman Berry.  On the motion of Alderman Parker and seconded 
by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, the ordinance was amended as follows:: substitute copy provided this date 
by Mr. Carter (8/0).  Alderman Gipson asked about the requirement in the dog ordinance pertaining  



to 6 foot fencing and 6 foot fencing as a buffer between commercial and residential properties.  Mr. Carter said adopting the ordinance 
does not waive other requirements and recommended amending the legislation regarding fence height.  Alderwoman Robinson said 
some  people who attended the meeting last week had changed their minds after the meeting and continue to oppose the proposed 
legislation.  Alderman Witcher asked about secondary structures and additions.  Alderman Parker said this ordinance applies to 
occupied structures, not garages, storage buildings or similar structures and the legislation would restrict building fences within 3 feet 
of any building.  Alderman Hight suggested adding the Fire Marshal to the Board of Adjustment.  Alderman Parker said the Fire 
Marshal currently advises the board regarding concerns.  On the motion of Alderman Gipson and seconded by Alderman Parker, and 
by consent of all members present, the ordinance was amended as follows:: delete Section 2. and replace with new SECTION 2. THIS 
ORDINANCE SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED AS WAIVING ANY OTHER REQUIREMENT OF THE CITY OF NORTH 
LITTLE ROCK REGARDING FENCE HEIGHT (8/0).  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Gipson, and 
the roll having been called, and all members present having voted in the affirmative,  the ordinance was unanimously adopted as 
amended (8/0).  Emergency clause unanimously adopted (8/0).   
 
O-05-29 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE EAST BROADWAY SIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT AND AMENDING ORDINANCE 
NO. 7697, THE NORTH LITTLE ROCK ZONING ORDINANCE: DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER 
PURPOSES, was read one time on April 25, 2005; public hearing was held May 9, 2005; was read a second time.  On the motion of 
Alderwoman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, with the exception of Alderman 
Thomas who voted no, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its third and final reading (7/1).  The ordinance was 
read a third and final time and held at the request of sponsor, Alderman Witcher.  Alderman Gipson asked for consideration in 
increasing the height of the sign.  Alderman Witcher said several business owners have agreed with the concept, but also asked for an 
increased sign height.  Alderman Thomas said he has talked to people who are opposed to the proposed legislation.   
 
NEW BUSINESS
R-05-68 (RESOLUTION NO. 6769 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING KEN HAMMONDS TO THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF TERRY WHITE ON THE LAKEWOOD 
RECREATIONAL AREA IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4 BOARD OF ASSESSMENT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was 
read.  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by consent of all members present, the resolution 
was unanimously adopted (8/0). 
 
R-05-69 (RESOLUTION NO. 6770 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN BUILDINGS, HOUSES AND OTHER STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 1515 WEST 
16TH IN THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK TO CONSTITUTE A PUBLIC NUISANCE AND CONDEMNING SAID 
STRUCTURES, PROVIDING A PERIOD OF TIME FOR PROPERTY OWNER TO ABATE SAID NUISANCE, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES, was read (property owned by Reginald Crosby).  Mayor Hays convened a public hearing.  There being no one 
present wishing to be heard, the public hearing was adjourned. On the motion of Alderman Gipson and seconded by Alderman Berry, 
and by consent of all members present, the resolution was unanimously adopted (8/0). 
 
R-05-70 (RESOLUTION NO. 6771 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN BUILDINGS, HOUSES AND OTHER STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 4507 FRANK 
IN THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK TO CONSTITUTE A PUBLIC NUISANCE AND CONDEMNING SAID 
STRUCTURES, PROVIDING A PERIOD OF TIME FOR PROPERTY OWNER TO ABATE SAID NUISANCE, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES, was read (property owned by Richard Wayne Lewis).  Mayor Hays convened a public hearing.  There being no 
one present wishing to be heard, the public hearing was adjourned.  On the motion of Alderman Gipson and seconded by Alderman 
Hight, and by consent of all members present, the resolution was unanimously adopted (8/0). 
 
R-05-71 (RESOLUTION NO. 6772 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN BUILDINGS, HOUSES AND OTHER STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 420 EAST 14TH 
STREET IN THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK TO CONSTITUTE A PUBLIC NUISANCE AND CONDEMNING SAID 
STRUCTURES, PROVIDING A PERIOD OF TIME FOR PROPERTY OWNER TO ABATE SAID NUISANCE, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES, was read (property owned by Norma Jean Gray).  Mayor Hays convened a public hearing.  There being no one 
present wishing to be heard, the public hearing was adjourned.  On the motion of Alderman Bryant and seconded by Alderman 
Gipson, and by consent of all members present, the resolution was unanimously adopted (8/0).   
 
R-05-72 (RESOLUTION NO. 6773 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN BUILDINGS, HOUSES AND OTHER STRUCTURES LOCATED AT 4104 FRANCIS 
STREET  IN THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK TO CONSTITUTE A PUBLIC NUISANCE AND CONDEMNING SAID 
STRUCTURES, PROVIDING A PERIOD OF TIME FOR PROPERTY OWNER TO ABATE SAID NUISANCE, AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES, was read (owned by Johnny Cruse).  Mayor Hays convened a public hearing.  There being no one present 
wishing to be heard, the public hearing was adjourned.  On the motion of Alderman Bryant and seconded by Alderman Hight, and by 
consent of all members present, the resolution was unanimously adopted (8/0). 
 
R-05-73 (RESOLUTION NO. 6774 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION REPEALING THE PORTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 5072 WHICH DECLARED 107 EAST “H” STREET A 
NUISANCE AND CONDEMNED IT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read (owned by Jane McKinney).  On the motion of 
Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Gipson, and by consent of all members present, the resolution was unanimously adopted 
(8/0).   
 
R-05-74 (RESOLUTION NO. 6775 - MAYOR HAYS) 
A RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $25,000.00 FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR THE CODE ENFORCEMENT 
DEPARTMENT DEMOLITION AND DEBRIS REMOVAL PROGRAM; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the 
motion of Alderman Berry and seconded by Alderman Gipson, and by consent of all members present, the resolution was 
unanimously adopted (8/0). 
 



O-05-33 (ORDINANCE NO. 7712 - ALDERMAN HIGHT) 
AN ORDINANCE ALLOWING A SPECIAL USE FOR A CONTRACTOR’S OFFICE WITH OUTDOOR STORAGE OF 
ROOFING MATERIALS IN A C-3 ZONE FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 6109 REMOUNT ROAD IN THE 
CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS; DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  
On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Bryant, and by consent of all members present, the rules were 
suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (8/0).  Mr. Robert Voyles, Planning Director advised Onyx was 
previously located at this location (behind the EZ Mart Convenience Store).  Mr. Joel Johnson is a roofing contractor.  Mr. Johnson 
wants to erect an 8 foot fence and store roofing materials at the site.  The Planning Commission had concerns regarding outdoor 
storage in a C-3 zone with residential neighbors located behind the property.  Hazardous materials would not be stored outside.  Mr. 
Voyles said the entrance would be from the former car wash location.  The type of insulation Mr. Johnson would store would be 
closed-cell and would not come apart.  All materials stored on the property would be covered.  He plans to purchase the property.  
Some equipment would be stored outside.  Alderman Gipson mentioned the proposed widening of Camp Robinson by the highway 
department.  Alderman Bryant asked how the outdoor storage area could be accessed if the ordinance prohibits direct vehicular access 
from Camp Robinson Road.  On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Alderman Bryant, and by consent of all members 
present, the ordinance was amended as follows:: SECTION 2. g. STORAGE OF MATERIAL WEST OF THE FENCE IDENTIFIED 
AS “A” ON EXHIBIT “B” (fence running north to south) IS PROHIBITED (8/0).  On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded 
by Alderman Bryant, and by consent of all members present, the ordinance was again amended, as follows:: SECTION 2. h. 
OUTDOOR STORAGE IS LIMITED TO THOSE SUPPLIES USED IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF ROOFING.  STORAGE OF 
MATERIALS SUBJECT TO SCATTERING ON NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES OR POSING A DANGER OR NUISANCE TO 
NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES IS PROHIBITED (8/0).  Alderman Witcher said some roofing materials are considered hazardous 
including odorous and flammable materials.  Alderman Bryant asked if tar pots would be in the area.  On the motion of Alderman 
Bryant and seconded by Alderman Thomas, and by consent of all members present, the ordinance was again amended as follows:: 
Section 3. Direct vehicular access to storage area (delete) may not be from (insert) NO ADDITIONAL ACCESS ON Camp Robinson 
Road (8/0).  On the motion of Alderman Hight and seconded by Aldeman Bryant, and by consent of all members present, the rules 
were again suspended and the ordinance was placed on its third and final reading as amended (8/0).  The roll having been called, and 
all members present having voted in the affirmative, the ordinance was unanimously adopted (8/0).  Emergency clause unanimously 
adopted (8/0).   
 
O-05-34 (ORDINANCE NO. 7713 - MAYOR HAYS) 
AN ORDINANCE VACATING AND ABANDONING A SECTION OF ARKANSAS AVENUE ALONG RIVERFRONT DRIVE 
AND ADJOINING THE JUNCTION BRIDGE BERM IN THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK; DECLARING AND 
EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Berry and seconded by Alderman Thomas, 
and by consent of all members present, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed on its second reading (8/0).  On the 
motion of Alderman Berry and seconded by Alderman Thomas, and by consent of all members present, the rules were again 
suspended and the ordinance was placed on its third and final reading (8/0).  The ordinance was read a third and final time.  On the 
motion of Alderman Gipson and seconded by Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, the ordinance was amended as 
follows:: new Section 4. THAT IF CONSTRUCTION OF A MULTIFAMILY APARTMENT COMPLEX OF NOT LESS THAN 200 
UNITS IS NOT UNDERWAY BY DECEMBER 31, 2005, THEN THIS PROPERTY SHALL REVERT BACK TO THE CITY OF 
NORTH LITTLE ROCK and renumber old Section 4 to new SECTION 5, and in Section 1, insert in first sentence between a and 
section the following:: 120 FEET BY 30 FEET (8/0).  On the motion of Alderman Berry and seconded by Alderman Bryant, and the 
roll having been called, and all members present having voted in the affirmative, the ordinance was unanimously adopted as amended 
(8/0).  Emergency clause unanimously adopted (8/0). 
 
Mayor Hays asked Mr. Carter to check the status of development of a property located across the street from City Hall.  If the property 
is not developed, the city should reacquire the alley. 
 
O-05-35 (ORDINANCE NO. 7714 - ALDERMAN PARKER) 
AN ORDINANCE VACATING AND ABANDONING SCOTT INDUSTRIAL DRIVE IN THE CITY OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK; 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, was read.  On the motion of Alderman Witcher and seconded by 
Alderman Berry, and by consent of all members present, the rules were suspended and the ordinance was placed in its second reading 
(8/0).  On the motion of Alderman Berry and seconded by Alderman Witcher, and by consent of all members present, the rules were 
again suspended and the ordinance was placed on its third and final reading (8/0).  The legislation was read a third and final time.  Mr. 
Voyles said the Planning Commission is requiring a road for a development on Counts Massie Road and there is a platted alley where 
utilities are located.  On the motion of Alderman Berry and seconded by Alderman Bryant, and the roll having been called, and all 
members present having voted in the affirmative, the ordinance was unanimously adopted (8/0).  Emergency clause unanimously 
adopted (8/0). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS--------------------  
Alderman Parker said over 500 people registered and participated in the City-Wide Cleanup held Saturday.  He commended Margaret 
Powell for her work on the project.  Mayor Hays advised Riverfest is this weekend and encouraged everyone to put their trash in the 
appropriate container.  Mayor Hays reminded everyone the next City Council meeting will be held at the North Little Rock School 
Board meeting room on Poplar Street due to renovation work in the City Hall Council Chambers (which is estimated to take 
approximately 6 months).  Alderman Gipson reminded council members to clean out their desks.  Mr. James Ard thanked 
Alderwoman Robinson and Alderman Gipson along with Pepsi and CiCi’s pizza’s for their participation and contributions to the 
cleanup.  Mr. Ard also thanked Mayor Hays for meeting with the Police Department.  Mr. Bobby Taylor said the Morgan Building on 
Boyer has bricks and concrete and has been dug around the structure but, it appeared there was a lot more to be done on the property.   
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, and on the motion of Alderwoman Robinson and seconded by Alderman 
Witcher, and no one else wishing to be heard, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. (8/0), until the next regular meeting to be held on 
Monday, June 13, 2005, at seven o=clock p.m. in the North Little Rock School Administration Building Board Room, located at 2700 
Poplar, in the Administration Office Board Room, North Little Rock, Arkansas. 
 APPROVED:                                       
 MAYOR PATRICK HENRY HAYS      
                                                                                                             ATTEST:                                       
 DIANE WHITBEY, CITY CLERK      


